
 

Improving 
Higher 
Education 
Outcomes 
for Young 
Adults in 
Foster 
Care 
Readings, 
Resources, 
Program Links 

SPRING 2016 



Improving Higher Education Outcomes for Young Adults in Foster Care  |  Readings, Resources, Program Links  

|      1      | 

Contents 
Selected Readings ........................................................................................................... 2 

General ........................................................................................................................... 2 

College Specific .............................................................................................................. 3 

Statewide Approaches .................................................................................................... 6 

Policy .............................................................................................................................. 7 

Community Colleges ....................................................................................................... 8 

Research ........................................................................................................................ 9 

Tools and Resources ..................................................................................................... 10 

A Sampling of College Support Program Websites ..................................................... 12 

Community Colleges ..................................................................................................... 12 

Four-Year Colleges ....................................................................................................... 12 

Other Models ................................................................................................................ 13 

State Higher Education/Child Welfare/Community-Based Organization Collaboratives 13 

 

  



Improving Higher Education Outcomes for Young Adults in Foster Care  |  Readings, Resources, Program Links  

|      2      | 

Selected Readings 
General 

New Resources 

National Postsecondary Support Map (2015).The National Postsecondary Support Map 
provides links and information on state tuition waivers, statewide education support 
programs, and four-year campus-based support programs for students who experience 
foster care. 

Resources 

2013 National Convening on Foster Youth and Higher Education: Conference Proceedings 
(2014), Foster Care to Success, Annie E. Casey, Casey Family Programs & Virginia Great 
Expectations, Walter S. Johnson & California College Pathways.  

Bartkowiak, B.,  College dream closer for more foster care students, but it's still 
complicated (2015), Michigan Radio, State of Oportunity, September 29.  

Davis, R. J. (2006). College access, financial aid, and college success for undergraduates 
from foster care. Washington, D.C., National Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators, July.   

Edwards, L. (2007). Aging out of foster care…and into college. Mercury News, October 8.  

Emerson, J. (2007). From foster care to college: Supporting independent students, 
Leadership Exchange, NASPA, 4 (4), Winter.  

Emerson, J., Duffield, B., Salazar, A. & Unrau, Y. (2012). The path to success: Creating 
campus support systems for foster and homeless students, Leadership Exchange, 
NASPA, Summer, pp. 8-13. 

Getting foster youth through college will take structured support, study concludes (2015). 
Science Dailey, April 19.  

Gonzalves, L. (2013). Unleashing College Success for Youth from Foster Care: Nationwide 
Advances, The Chronicle of Social Change, August 7.  

Guess, A. (2008). Reaching out to students in foster care. Inside Higher Ed, April 7.  

Hernandez, L. & Naccarato, T. (2010). Scholarships and supports available to foster care 
alumni: A study of 12 programs across the US. Children and Youth Services Review,  

Klefeker, C. (2009). Foster care alumni on campus: Supporting an at-risk first generation 
student population. Academic Advising Today, December, v.32, n.4, p.10.  

Lovitt, T. & Emerson, J. (2008). Foster youth who have succeeded in higher education: 
Common themes, NCSET Information Brief, April.  

http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/campus-support?utm_source=National+Postsecondary+Support+Map+Launch&utm_campaign=National+Postsecondary+Support+Map+Launch&utm_medium=email
http://www.fc2success.org/2013-national-convening-on-foster-youth-and-higher-education/
http://stateofopportunity.michiganradio.org/post/college-dream-closer-more-foster-care-students-its-still-complicated
http://stateofopportunity.michiganradio.org/post/college-dream-closer-more-foster-care-students-its-still-complicated
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED543361.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED543361.pdf
http://www.mercurynews.com/search/ci_7116340
http://www.scholarshipproviders.org/Documents/FosterSpread.pdf
http://www.leadershipexchange-digital.com/lexmail/2012summer?sub_id=hq4ACDwj3ldF%23pg2
http://www.leadershipexchange-digital.com/lexmail/2012summer?sub_id=hq4ACDwj3ldF%23pg2
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/04/150419193908.htm
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/news/unleashing-college-success-for-youth-from-foster-care-nationwide-advances/3709
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/news/unleashing-college-success-for-youth-from-foster-care-nationwide-advances/3709
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2008/04/07/foster
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740910000368
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740910000368
http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Resources/Academic-Advising-Today/View-Articles/Foster-Care-Alumni-on-Campus-Supporting-an-At-Risk-First-Generation-Student-Population.aspx
http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Resources/Academic-Advising-Today/View-Articles/Foster-Care-Alumni-on-Campus-Supporting-an-At-Risk-First-Generation-Student-Population.aspx
http://www.ncset.org/publications/viewdesc.asp?id=4195
http://www.ncset.org/publications/viewdesc.asp?id=4195
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NASPA Announces New Learning Community on Students Who Experienced Foster Care 
or Homelessness (2014). Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education  

Savitz-Romer, M., Rowan-Kenyon, X. & Francsali, C. (2014).Social-emotional and affective 
skills landscape analysis: An executive summary. IMPAQ international, Unpublished 
manuscript 

Unrau, Y.A., Hamilton, R, & Putney, K. (2010). The Challenge of Retaining College 
Students Who Grew up in Foster Care. Retention Success, April, 1-5.  

Walters, A. K. (2005). Helping foster children feel at home in college. Chronicle of Higher 
Education, (51) 49, August 12.   

What does it mean to be in foster care?, Foster Care to Success, Knowledge Center, 
Foster care: The basics. 

Zoppo, A.(2015). College programs provide help for 'aged out' foster care students, USA 
Today, August 30. 

 

College Specific 

New Resources 
Helping former foster youth achieve their potential at ASU (2016). Solutions, Arizona State 
University, February 29.  

Ellis, A. (2016). Florida International University Offers Hope & Help to Former Foster care 
and Homeless Students, FIU Magazine, Winter 2015-16, v. 33.    

Resources 

A sense of home: University program aids students who were in foster care. (2010). 
Bismarck Tribune. January 11.  

Acosta, L. (2010). From foster care to college: Texas program helps students who are 
homeless or leaving foster care, Spark Action, August 17.  

Andom, M. (2007). California colleges help foster dreams. Chronicle of Higher Education, 
(52)6, pg. A21. November 9, A31-33.  

Bennett College Establishes New Foster Care Initiative (2014). HBCU Connect.Com, 
November 25. .  

Blackshere, R. (2013). Campus Provides Year-Round Housing for Foster Youths, 
Chronicle of Social Change, October 16.  

Building a campus support network for students emerging from foster care (2009). Custom 
Research Brief, Education Advisory Board Company, Washington, D.C., June 10.  

http://www.naspa.org/constituent-groups/posts/scihe-kc-announces-new-sub-community
http://www.naspa.org/constituent-groups/posts/scihe-kc-announces-new-sub-community
http://www.impaqint.com/sites/default/files/project-reports/ExecSummary_Noncognitive_Skills_Jan2015_0.pdf
http://www.impaqint.com/sites/default/files/project-reports/ExecSummary_Noncognitive_Skills_Jan2015_0.pdf
https://www.wmich.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/u356/2014/2010UnrauHamiltonPutney.pdf
https://www.wmich.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/u356/2014/2010UnrauHamiltonPutney.pdf
http://chronicle.com/article/Helping-Foster-Children-Feel/14060
http://www.fc2success.org/knowledge-center/foster-care-the-basics/
http://college.usatoday.com/2015/08/30/college-programs-provide-help-for-aged-out-foster-care-students/
https://asunow.asu.edu/20160229-solutions-helping-former-foster-youth-achieve-their-potential-asu
http://news.fiu.edu/2015/12/fiu-offers-hope-help/94896
http://news.fiu.edu/2015/12/fiu-offers-hope-help/94896
http://www.bismarcktribune.com/lifestyles/fashion-and-style/article_ed16d780-fdb1-11de-9900-001cc4c03286.html
http://sparkaction.org/content/texas-program-helps-students-who-are-homel
http://sparkaction.org/content/texas-program-helps-students-who-are-homel
http://chronicle.com/article/California-Community-Colleges/3575
http://hbcuconnect.com/content/273166/bennett-college-establishes-new-foster-care-initiative
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/news/campus-provides-free-year-round-housing-for-students-of-foster-care-system/4181
http://ncfy.acf.hhs.gov/library/2009/building-campus-support-network-students-emerging-foster-care
http://www.cacollegepathways.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/8-ca-college-pathways-annual-rpt-07-082.pdf
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Campus support programs for former foster youth in California annual report: 2007-2008 
(2009). California College Pathways, January.  

Cleveland State University receives $2.3 million gift to create program for youths in foster 
care (2014). Cleveland.com, September 11.  

College Week: Students Defy the Odds to Graduate at Florida International University 
(2014). NBC 6 News South Florida, September 29. 

Davis, P. M. (2009). Western Michigan University program offers hope for grown foster 
children, Kalamazoo Gazette, May 21.   

Federal Agency Shines National Spotlight on Wayne State University Foster Youth 
Retention Program (2013). Midland Daily News, April 26.        

FIU launches initiative to support former foster care and homeless students (2013). FIU 
News, November 20.  

Former foster youths aided by UCD’s Guardian programs (2014). The Davis Enterprise, December 19. 
and Information, December 11.  

Fostering hope: Emancipated foster youth attend Ohio University (2015). The Post, 
February 27.  

French, R. (2015). He’s a college senior with a 3.4 GPA. And he’s homeless, Bridge, 
Michigan, December 17 

Frey, S. (2014). UCLA summer program supports foster youth, EdSource, July 27,  

From foster care to college: Seattle University blazes a new path (2015). Seattle Times, 
December 19.  
 
From foster care to MSU, student overcomes odds (2015). Lansing State Journal, May 8. 

Fryer, J. (2013). Seattle U's innovative program helps foster kids, KING 5 News, June 18.  

Hawkins, D. B. (2012). Johnson C. Smith University Embraces Foster Youth. Diverse 
Issues in Higher Education, February 10.  

Haynes, K., Strategies for Student Success. California State University San Marcos: A 
Case Study (subscription required) (2015). V.13, 3, Fall, pp. 18-21. 
 
How Western Michigan University is helping students in foster care transition to college 
(2015), January 13, Michigan Radio, New from Michigan. 

Johnson, E. (2013). Former Foster Youth Find a Family at UC San Diego. University 
Communications and Public Affairs, University of California San Diego, December 5.      

Kareiva, C. (2010). New program helps alumni of foster care champion school and 
personal life. The Daily, University of Washington, Seattle, WA, April 9.                                            

http://www.cacollegepathways.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/8-ca-college-pathways-annual-rpt-07-082.pdf
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2014/12/cleveland_state_university_rec_4.html
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2014/12/cleveland_state_university_rec_4.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/on-air/as-seen-on/College-Week_-Students-Defy-the-Odds-to-Graduate-at-FIU_Miami-277516361.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/05/western_michigan_university_pr_7.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/05/western_michigan_university_pr_7.html
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/4/prweb10675545.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/4/prweb10675545.htm
https://news.fiu.edu/2013/11/fiu-launches-initiative-to-support-former-foster-care-and-homeless-students/70354
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/ucd/former-foster-youths-aided-by-ucds-guardian-programs/
http://www.thepostathens.com/culture/fostering-hope-emancipated-foster-youth-attend-ohio-university/article_08b97f58-bd27-11e4-9cad-8f6ecb8be6b4.html
http://bridgemi.com/2015/12/hes-a-college-senior-with-a-3-6-gpa-and-hes-homeless/
http://edsource.org/2014/ucla-summer-program-supports-foster-youth/65714
http://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/from-foster-care-to-college-seattle-university-blazes-a-new-path/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2015/05/08/foster-care-msu-student-overcomes-odds/27011605/
http://legacy.king5.com/story/life/2014/08/04/13265284/
http://diverseeducation.com/article/16824/
http://www.naspa.org/publications/leadership-exchange
http://www.naspa.org/publications/leadership-exchange
http://michiganradio.org/post/how-western-michigan-university-helping-students-foster-care-transition-college
http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/feature/former_foster_youth_find_a_family_at_uc_san_diego
http://www.dailyuw.com/news/article_f546285a-b85e-5aae-8ae1-ce77f7a05884.html
http://www.dailyuw.com/news/article_f546285a-b85e-5aae-8ae1-ce77f7a05884.html
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Kragen, P., (2014). Guardians help foster youth achieve college dreams. UTPREPS, 
March 10.  

Kuta, S. (2014). CO: CU-Boulder's Guardian Scholars program supports former foster care 
students, Boulder Daily Camera, February 15.  

Le, S. (2014). At-Risk Foster Care Youth in LA Get College Opportunities, Epoch Times, 
June 13.  

Loechler, B. (2009). Former foster kids get a fresh start with Western Michigan University 
scholarship program. The Grand Rapids Press, April 9.  

Guardian Scholars Programs at S. F. State (2011). Nightly News with Brian Williams, 
March 28.  

McCormick, J. (2013).  Aquinas College: Provide safe housing for foster and homeless 
students during break periods, especially during the cold winter months, change.org.  

Never give up: How a Montana foster care youth beat the odds (2007). Student Aid 
Transcript, National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators. 18 (3), 25.   

Ohm, R. (2014). Program aims to help youths’ transition from foster care to college, 
Kennebec Journal, January 12.  

Peterson, J. (2012). University of Alabama students beat foster care odds, January 28. 
Retrieved on February 28, 2012.      

Renick, C. (2013). USC Launches Trojan Guardian Scholars, The Chronicle of Social 
Change, October 22.    

San Francisco State has highest graduation rate of former foster youth in state (2013). 
Golden Gate Express, October 22.  

Smedley, C. (2012). OMSAR developing ways to support former foster care youth. 
COMPASS, Ohio University, December, 12.  
 
Success coach works to support former foster and homeless youth at Florida International 
University (2014). FIU News, June 24.  

Texas Women’s University receives $103,000 grant to aid former foster care youth (2012). 
TCU Marketing & Communication News Release, August 2.  

Troop, D. (2012). For Former Foster Kids, Campus Is Their 'Home for the Holidays’, 
Chronicle of Higher Education, January 8.   

UA’s REACH Director Committed to Helping Students from Foster Care (2015). UA News, 
December 15 
 
UW Champions Program To Receive National Angels in Adoption Award (2014). Office of 
Minority Affairs & Diversity, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, September 14.  

http://hs.utpreps.com/news_article/show/358669
http://www.dailycamera.com/cu-news/ci_25147069/cu-boulders-guardian-scholars-program-supports-former-foster?source=rss
http://www.dailycamera.com/cu-news/ci_25147069/cu-boulders-guardian-scholars-program-supports-former-foster?source=rss
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/732527-at-risk-foster-care-youth-in-la-get-college-opportunities/?photo=2%23?photo=3&_suid=1402942454842014587561289025286
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2009/04/former_foster_kids_get_a_fresh.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2009/04/former_foster_kids_get_a_fresh.html
http://fosteringmediaconnections.org/2011/03/31/nbc-nightly-news-story-on-the-guardian-scholars-program-at-s-f-state/
http://www.change.org/petitions/aquinas-college-provide-safe-housing-for-foster-and-homeless-students-during-break-periods-especially-during-the-cold-winter-months
http://www.change.org/petitions/aquinas-college-provide-safe-housing-for-foster-and-homeless-students-during-break-periods-especially-during-the-cold-winter-months
http://www.newwaystowork.org/documents/ytatdocuments/NeverGiveUp.pdf
http://www.centralmaine.com/2014/01/12/program_aims_to_help_youths__transition_from_foster_care_to_college_/
http://schoolsofthought.blogs.cnn.com/2012/01/28/university-of-alabama-students-beat-foster-care-odds/
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/news/usc-launches-trojan-guardian-scholars/4218
http://www.goldengatexpress.org/2013/10/22/sf-state-graduates-foster-youth/
http://www.ohio.edu/compass/stories/12-13/12/OMSAR-foster-program.cfm
http://news.fiu.edu/2014/04/success-coach-works-to-support-former-foster-and-homeless-youth-at-fiu/76306
http://news.fiu.edu/2014/04/success-coach-works-to-support-former-foster-and-homeless-youth-at-fiu/76306
http://www.twu.edu/twunews/press_releases/12-Frontiers-Program.asp
http://chronicle.com/article/Colleges-Help-Alumni-of-Foster/130239/
http://uanews.ua.edu/2015/12/uas-reach-director-committed-to-helping-students-from-foster-care/
http://www.washington.edu/omad/2014/09/10/uw-champions-program-to-receive-national-angels-in-adoption-award/
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Van Buren, A. (2015). Neighbors in Action: Fostering Academics, Mentoring Excellence at 
Michigan State University, WKAR, Lansing, Michigan. (also see Fostering Academics, 
Mentoring Excellence), January 14. 

Wick, N. (2011). Champions Program: From foster care to future graduates. UW Today, 
April 31.      

Winerip, M. (2013). Out of Foster Care, Into College. New York Times, October 30.  

WMU President John Dunn speaking at Fostering Success Michigan’s (FSM) 3rd Annual 
Summit (2014). Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, video.  

Wyrick, R. (2013). Guardian Scholars program at CMU gives disadvantaged kids a chance 
at a degree, Post Independent/Citizen Telegram/Free Press, November 12.                               

Young, E. (2012). Fostering College Success, Inside Higher Education, California State 
University at San Marcos, August 15.  

 

Statewide Approaches 

New Resources 
Make it Happen! 2016, College Success Foundation, Washington, a three-day, two-night 
college campus experience for youth in and alumni of the Washington state foster care 
system. 
 
Helping foster-care youths finish college (2015). Community College Daily, American 
Association of Community Colleges, August 6.  
 
State Budget Includes $1.5 Million for Fostering Youth Success Initiative: Funding the First 
Step in Building Robust College Support System for Youth in Foster Care (2015). 
Fostering Youth Success Alliance (FYSA), April 2, New York, NY. 
 
Resources 

3rd Annual Summit Toolkit: Fostering Success Michigan (2014). Fostering Success 
Michigan, May 16.  

$800,000 dollar DHS grant will fund coaches to help former foster care students at seven 
Michigan colleges (2012). Michigan Live, December 3.            

Alvarez, S. (2015). Connection makes a huge difference for Michigan's most at-risk youth, 
State of Opportunity, Michigan, January 14. 
 
Bridging The Gap: From Foster Care to College Success in New York (2015). Fostering 
Success Aliiance & Community Service Society, New York, February 
 

http://wkar.org/post/neighbors-action-fostering-academics-mentoring-excellence-msu-wkar
http://wkar.org/post/neighbors-action-fostering-academics-mentoring-excellence-msu-wkar
http://socialwork.msu.edu/outreach/foster_youth_alumni_svcs.php
http://socialwork.msu.edu/outreach/foster_youth_alumni_svcs.php
http://www.washington.edu/news/articles/champions-program-from-foster-care-to-future-graduates
http://tinyurl.com/kpktjxj
http://vimeo.com/96814672
http://vimeo.com/96814672
http://www.postindependent.com/news/grandjunction/8867011-113/guardian-scholars-college-davis
http://www.postindependent.com/news/grandjunction/8867011-113/guardian-scholars-college-davis
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/08/15/csu-san-marcos-operates-capita-one-largest-former-foster-youth-programs
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wa/make-it-happen
http://www.ccdaily.com/Pages/Campus-Issues/Helping-foster-care-youths-finish-college.aspx
http://www.fysany.org/state-budget-includes-15-million-fostering-youth-success-initiative
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/library/3rd-annual-summit-toolkit
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2012/12/800000_dhs_grant_will_fund_coa.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2012/12/800000_dhs_grant_will_fund_coa.html
http://stateofopportunity.michiganradio.org/post/connection-makes-huge-difference-michigans-most-risk-youth
http://www.fysany.org/sites/default/files/document/bridging_the_gap.pdf
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Cleaver, S. (2008). Michigan universities asked to help foster youth with financial aid. 
Diverse Issues in Higher Education, March 12. 
  
Flahive, P. (2014). The Source: How to Get Foster Youth Through College, Texas Public 
Radio, September 11.  

Fostering Success Michigan breaks down hurdles to post-secondary education (2015).The 
Kresge Foundation, April 22.   
 
From Foster Care To Freshman Year (Includes audio); (2014). National Public Radio 
January 05. 

Gonzalves, L. (2013). Washington State’s Passport Keeps Foster Youth in College, The 
Chronicle of Social Change, July 29.  

Hamilton, R. & Richmond, C. (2014). Slideshow: Foster Care Alumni Who Made It to 
College, The Texas Tribune, June 13.  

Hilton Foundation to offer financial assistance to foster kids at CUNY (2015). New York Daily News, April 
17. 
 
Mehrotra, A. & Treschan, L. (2014). Fostering Independence: The Need for a Statewide 
Foster College Success Initiative, Community Service Society and Youth in Care Coalition, 
New York, May. 
 
Michigan Guides: “Getting to Know…” Series (Financial Aid, Higher Education Resources, 
Youth and Alumni of Care, Affordable Care Act & Transition Checklist), Fostering Success 
Michigan.  
 
Pant, M. (2013). Colleges reach out to foster youth, Dayton Daily News, December 2.                            

Passport to College Promise Scholarship: Washington’s commitment to students from 
foster care (2011). Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board, Olympia, WA. 

TRIO Programs in Michigan: Eligibility and Institutional Information (2015). Fostering 
Success Michigan, E-Information Brief, February 12.  

Turning Dreams into Degrees: Past, Present, and Future of California College Pathways 
(2012). California College Pathways, The Stuart Foundation, October.  

With Free Tuition, Mich. Students Hear 'You Are Going To College' (2014). National Public 
Radio, April 9.   

 
Policy 

New Resource 

http://diverseeducation.com/article/10813/
http://tpr.org/post/source-how-get-foster-youth-through-college
http://kresge.org/news/fostering-success-michigan-breaks-down-hurdles-postsecondary-education
http://www.npr.org/blogs/ed/2015/01/05/368436717/from-foster-care-to-freshman-year
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/news/washington-states-passport-helps-keep-foster-youth-in-college/3654
http://www.texastribune.org/2014/06/13/slideshow-foster-care-alumni-who-made-it-college/
http://www.texastribune.org/2014/06/13/slideshow-foster-care-alumni-who-made-it-college/
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/foster-kids-aid-cuny-article-1.2188522
http://www.cssny.org/staff/entry/apurva-mehrotra
http://www.cssny.org/staff/entry/lazar-treschan
http://www.cssny.org/publications/entry/fostering-independence
http://www.cssny.org/publications/entry/fostering-independence
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/library/fsm-guides
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/uploads/resources/Getting_to_know_financial_aid.pdf
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/uploads/resources/Higher_Ed_Resource_Guide_2014.pdf
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/uploads/resources/Getting_to_Know_youth_and_alumni.pdf
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/uploads/misc/Getting_to_know_ACA.pdf
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/uploads/resources/Transition_checklist.pdf
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/news/colleges-reach-out-to-foster-youth/nb7HD/
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/sites/default/files/PassportReport-FinalPDF_0.pdf
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/sites/default/files/PassportReport-FinalPDF_0.pdf
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/uploads/misc/TRIO_E-brief.pdf
http://www.stuartfoundation.org/docs/default-document-library/turning-dreams-into-degrees-past-present-and-future-of-california-college-pathways.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.npr.org/2014/04/09/300981040/with-free-tuition-mich-students-hear-you-are-going-to-college
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Advocates back NY college aid boost following foster care (2016). NCPR, February 23. 

Resources 
Alvarez, S. Obamacare under the radar: former foster youth can get free health insurance 
until age 26 (2014). State of Opportunity – Michigan Radio, April 22. 

Berry, S. (2014). Bill to help foster children finish college to become law, SethBerry.org, 
April 29.  

Creating Access to Opportunities for Youth in Transition from Foster Care (2014). 
American Youth Policy Forum, December 9. 

Day, A., Brin, C. & Toro, P. (2014). Federal Pell Grant Lifetime Limit and its Effect on 
Unaccompanied, Homeless and Former Foster Care Youth, Policy & Practice Brief, Center 
for Research Policy Brief, Wayne State University, School of Social Work, Center for 
Social Work Research, Issue Five.  

 
Frey, S. (2014). Bill to help community college foster students, EdSource, September 9.  

Governor Bentley Holds Ceremonial Bill Signing for Fostering Hope Scholarship Act 
(2015). Office of the Governor, Alabama, Press Release, SB 157, June 30. 

Higher Education Act Reauthorization: Homeless and Foster Youth, NAEHCY. SB 1023 by 
Senator Carol Liu (D-Glendale): Authorizes the Chancellor’s Office of the California 
Community Colleges to establish the Cooperating Agencies Foster Youth Educational 
Support program with up to 10 community college districts (2014). 

Texas HB 3748 (2015). Requires each institution of higher education to designate at least 
one employee of the institution to act as a liaison officer for current and incoming students 
who were former foster youth. 

Wolanin, T. R. (2005). Higher education opportunities for foster youth: A primer for 
policymakers. The Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP), December.  
 
Community Colleges 

New Resources 

Farkas, K. (2015). Foster youths receive help at Cuyahoga Community College and 
Cleveland State University, Cleveland.com, August 6.   

Resources 

Ashford, E. (2014). Colleges Reach Out to Foster Youths, Community College Daily, 
American Association of Community Colleges, July 7. 

http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/31084/20160223/advocates-back-ny-college-aid-boost-following-foster-care
http://stateofopportunity.michiganradio.org/post/obamacare-under-radar-former-foster-youth-can-get-free-health-insurance-until-age-26
http://stateofopportunity.michiganradio.org/post/obamacare-under-radar-former-foster-youth-can-get-free-health-insurance-until-age-26
http://www.sethberry.org/bill-to-help-foster-children-finish-college-to-become-law/
http://www.aypf.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/FOSTER-CARE-BRIEF-12.10-2nd-Draft.pdf
http://www.tipwaynestate.org/uploads/1/3/8/9/13898085/wsu-ssw_policybrf_issu05_pllgrntlmt3.pdf
http://www.tipwaynestate.org/uploads/1/3/8/9/13898085/wsu-ssw_policybrf_issu05_pllgrntlmt3.pdf
http://edsource.org/2014/bill-to-help-community-college-foster-students/67271
http://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2015/06/governor-bentley-holds-ceremonial-bill-signing-fostering-hope-scholarship-act/
https://www20.csueastbay.edu/academic/academic-support/sas/renaissance/files/docs/hr-4137.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB1023
http://www.johnburtonfoundation.org/images/Website/SB_1023_FAQ.pdf
http://www.johnburtonfoundation.org/images/Website/SB_1023_FAQ.pdf
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB3748
http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/m-r/OpportunitiesFosterYouth.pdf
http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/m-r/OpportunitiesFosterYouth.pdf
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/08/foster_youths_receive_help_at.html
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/08/foster_youths_receive_help_at.html
http://www.ccdaily.com/Pages/Campus-Issues/2Colleges-reach-out-to-foster-youths.aspx
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Cooper, D. M., Mary, P. & Rassen, E. (2008). Serving former foster youth in California 
community colleges: Successes, challenges, and recommendation, Center for Student 
Success Research & Planning Group for California Community Colleges Research & 
Report Writing. October.   
Diaz, J. (2010). On foster youth success stories - Salute to grads who defied the odds, San 
Francisco Chronicle, June 6.  

Foster kids find college help (2009). Community College Times, American Association of 
Community Colleges, March 31.   

Fried, T. (2008). Community colleges step up to support foster care students, Community 
College Journal, February/March, 39.  

From ACC to A&M: Former foster student creates her own bright future (2014). Austin 
Community College District, June 19.  

 
Research 

New Resources 

Geis, Q., (2015). Exploring the Academic and Social Experiences of Homeless College 
Students. University of Nebraska – Lincoln, Educational Administration: Theses, 
Dissertations and Student Research, Spring 5. 
 
Resources 

Cooper, D. M., Mary, P. & Rassen, E. (2008). Serving former foster youth in California 
community colleges: Successes, challenges, and recommendation, Center for Student 
Success Research & Planning Group for California Community Colleges Research & 
Report Writing. October.   

Day, A., Dworsky, A. & Feng, W. (2013). An analysis of foster care placement history and 
post-secondary graduation rates. Research in Higher Education Journal, 19, 1-17. 

Day, A., Dworsky, A., Fogerty, A. & Damashek, A. (2011). An examination of post-
secondary retention and graduation among foster care youth enrolled in a four-year 
university, Children and Youth Services Review, November,  2335–2341 

Day, A., Edwards, H., Pickover, S. & Lever, M. (2013). When Does Confidentiality Become 
an Impediment Rather Than a Pathway To Meeting the Educational Needs of Students in 
the Foster Care System? Journal of Social Work Values and Ethics, Association of Social 
Work Boards (ASWB), v10, n2. 

Day, A. & Pennefather, M. (2014). Maltreatment as a Predictor of College Retention in 
Adopted, Foster Care and Guardianship Youth. National Resource Center for Adoption, 
The Roundtable, Volume 27, Number 2. 
 

http://www.rpgroup.org/sites/default/files/Foster%20Youth%20Report.pdf
http://www.rpgroup.org/sites/default/files/Foster%20Youth%20Report.pdf
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/06/05/INS81D463T.DTL
http://www.ccdaily.com/Pages/Campus-Issues/Foster-kids-find-college-help.aspx
http://www.tracyfried.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Community-colleges-step-up-to-support-foster-care.pdf
http://sites.austincc.edu/newsroom/from-acc-to-am-former-foster-student-creates-her-own-bright-future/
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1239&context=cehsedaddiss
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1239&context=cehsedaddiss
http://www.rpgroup.org/sites/default/files/Foster%20Youth%20Report.pdf
http://www.rpgroup.org/sites/default/files/Foster%20Youth%20Report.pdf
http://www.aabri.com/manuscripts/131441.pdf
http://www.aabri.com/manuscripts/131441.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740911002945
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740911002945
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740911002945
http://jswve.org/download/2013-2/articles/36-47-Confidentiality-Foster-Care-Fall-2013.pdf
http://jswve.org/download/2013-2/articles/36-47-Confidentiality-Foster-Care-Fall-2013.pdf
http://jswve.org/download/2013-2/articles/36-47-Confidentiality-Foster-Care-Fall-2013.pdf
http://www.tipwaynestate.org/uploads/1/3/8/9/13898085/maltreatmentasapredictor-_roundtable.pdf
http://www.tipwaynestate.org/uploads/1/3/8/9/13898085/maltreatmentasapredictor-_roundtable.pdf
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Dworsky, A. & Pérez, A. (2009). Helping former foster youth graduate from college: 
Campus support programs in California and Washington State, Chapin Hall at The 
University of Chicago. ISSN: 1097-3125. 
 
Dworsky, A. & Courtney, M. (2010). Does extending foster care beyond age 18 promote 
postsecondary educational attainment? Emerging findings from the Midwest study. Chapin 
Hall at the University of Chicago. March. 
 
Okpych, N. & Courtney, M., Does education pay for youth formerly in foster care? 
Comparison of employment outcomes with a national sample (2014). Children and Youth 
Services Review 43, 18–28. 
 
Rios, S. & Rocco, T. (2014). From Foster Care to College: Barriers and Supports on the 
Road to Postsecondary Education, Emerging Adulthood, April 24.  

Rios, S. (2008). From foster care to college: Young adults' perceptions of factors that 
impacted their academic achievement, Florida International University, dissertation.   

Salazar, A. M. (2011). Investigating the predictors of postsecondary education success 
and post-college life circumstances of foster care alumni, doctoral dissertation (enter ‘Amy 
Salazar’ in the search box) 

Watt, T. Norton, C. & Jones, C. (2013). Designing a campus support program for foster 
care alumni: Preliminary evidence for a strengths framework, Children and Youth Services 
Review, 35, 1408–1417.  

 

Tools and Resources 
Newer Resources 

Foster Youth Success Initiative (FYSI) Manual: A Guide for Financial Aid Administrators 
and Student Support Services (2015). California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office 
(CCCCO) 
 
Foster Care Transition Toolkit (2016). U.S. Department of Education. 

 
Foster Youth Success Initiative (FYSI): College and Financial Aid Resources for Students 
(2015). California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO) 
 

Beyond Financial Aid: How colleges can strengthen the financial stability of low-
income students and improve outcomes (2015). June, Lumina Foundation, Indianapolis, 
IN.  
 

http://www.chapinhall.org/research/report/helping-former-foster-youth-graduate-college
http://www.chapinhall.org/research/report/helping-former-foster-youth-graduate-college
http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/publications/Midwest_IB1_Educational_Attainment.pdf
http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/publications/Midwest_IB1_Educational_Attainment.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740914001704
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740914001704
http://eax.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/03/21/2167696814526715.abstract
http://eax.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/03/21/2167696814526715.abstract
http://gradworks.umi.com/33/47/3347043.html
http://gradworks.umi.com/33/47/3347043.html
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds/265/
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds/265/
http://www.educationreachfortexans.org/uploads/5/5/2/0/5520378/watt_norton__jones_cysr.pdf
http://www.educationreachfortexans.org/uploads/5/5/2/0/5520378/watt_norton__jones_cysr.pdf
http://extranet.cccco.edu/Portals/1/SSSP/FYSI/FYSI%20Manual%20Full%20Color%20(FINAL%2010.2015)%202.pdf
http://extranet.cccco.edu/Portals/1/SSSP/FYSI/FYSI%20Manual%20Full%20Color%20(FINAL%2010.2015)%202.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/foster-care/youth-transition-toolkit.pdf
http://www.berkeleycitycollege.edu/wp/financial_aid/files/2015/10/FYSI-Resources-for-Students.pdf
http://www.luminafoundation.org/beyond-financial-aid
http://www.luminafoundation.org/beyond-financial-aid
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Resources 
An overview of post-secondary support programs for former foster youth (2007). Ball State 
University, Muncie, IN.  

Blueprint for change: Education success for children in foster care (2008). Legal Center for 
Foster Care and Education, American Bar Association.  

Campus Connections: Securing Campus Housing & Other Supports for Youth Who Were 
in Foster Care (2012). Texas Reach and One Voice Texas.  

Casey Life Skills, Assessment Supplements, Education Level IV, Post Secondary.  Casey 
Family Programs, Seattle, Washington.   

Coaches Reference Guide, Great Expectation (2011). Virginia Community Colleges.  

Douce, L. & Keeling, R. (2014). A Strategic Primer on College Student Mental Health, 
NASPA, the American Council on Education, and the American Psychological Association.  

Dukes, C. (2013). College Access and Success for Students Experiencing Homelessness: 
A Toolkit for Educators and Service Providers, The National Association for the Education 
of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY), June.  

Federal laws that increase educational opportunities for older youth in out-of-home care 
(2009), Legal Center for Foster Care & Education, Washington D.C.  

Foster Care and Student Success: Texas Systems Working Together to Transform 
Education Outcomes of Students in Foster Care (2013). News. Texas Education Agency 
and the Supreme Court of Texas. Children’s Commission, October 18.   

Foster Youth: Supporting Educational Success – Trainers Guide (2014), California College 
Pathways. 

Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of 
Children in Foster Care (2014). National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, 
Legal Center for Foster Care and Education, American Bar Association, Washington D.C. 

Guide to Developing a Campus-Based Support Program in Michigan (2014). Fostering 
Success Michigan. Contact Maddy Day at: maddy.day@wmich.edu.   

It’s My Life: Postsecondary Education and Training, A Guide for Transition Services from 
Casey Family Programs. Casey Family Programs, Seattle, WA.  
 
Jones, M. G. (2014). Outline to Improve the Postsecondary Educational Outcomes of 
Students from Foster Care, Foster Care to Success, Sterling, Va., August 12. 
 
Postsecondary Education Resources for Youth In and Transitioning out of the Child 
Welfare System (2012). Legal Center for Foster Care and Education, American Bar 
Association, Washington D.C. 
 

http://cms.bsu.edu/-/media/WWW/DepartmentalContent/SSRC/DOCS/gs_supportguide.ashx
http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/AreasofFocus/BlueprintforChange.aspx
http://www.tasfaa.org/docs/conferences/2012/presentations/CampusConnections_SecuringCampusHousingAndOtherSupportsForYouthWhoWereInFosterCare.pdf
http://www.tasfaa.org/docs/conferences/2012/presentations/CampusConnections_SecuringCampusHousingAndOtherSupportsForYouthWhoWereInFosterCare.pdf
http://www.caseylifeskills.org/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fostercareandeducation.org%2FDatabase.aspx%3FEntryId%3D1346%26Command%3DCore_Download
http://www.naspa.org/rpi/reports/a-strategic-primer-on-college-student-mental-health
http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/he-toolkit
http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/he-toolkit
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/center_on_children_and_the_law/education/qa_older_youth_final.authcheckdam.pdf
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/resource-guide.pdf
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/resource-guide.pdf
http://www.cacollegepathways.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/campus_foster_youth_training_manual.pdf
http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1279&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124
http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1279&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124
mailto:maddy.day@wmich.edu
http://www.f2f.ca.gov/res/ItsMyLife.pdf
http://www.f2f.ca.gov/res/ItsMyLife.pdf
http://cdn.fc2success.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Outline-to-Improve-Postsecondary-Outcomes.pdf
http://cdn.fc2success.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Outline-to-Improve-Postsecondary-Outcomes.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/center_on_children_and_the_law/education/q_a_higher_ed.authcheckdam.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/center_on_children_and_the_law/education/q_a_higher_ed.authcheckdam.pdf
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Supporting success: Improving higher education outcomes for students from foster care – 
A Framework for Program Enhancement - Version 2.0 (2010).Casey Family Programs, 
Seattle, WA.    
 

A Sampling of College Support Program Websites 
Community Colleges 

• California Community College Chancellor’s Office, Foster Youth Success 
Initiative (FYSI)  

• Austin Community College, Foster Care Alumni Program  
• City College of San Francisco, Guardian Scholars Program   
• Dallas County Community College District,  Foster Care Initiative  
• Fullerton College, Foster Youth Success Initiative (FYSI)  
• Los Angeles City College, Guardian Scholars Program   
• Los Angeles Trade Technical College, Guardian Scholars Program   
• Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD), Foster Youth 

Student Success Initiative    
• Northwestern Michigan College, Your NMC Program  
• Pasadena City College, The STARS Program  
• Piedmont Virginia Community College, Great Expectations Program   
• Seattle Central Community College, College Success Program  

www.seattlecentral.edu/collegesuccess/  
• Tallahassee Community College, Fostering Achievement Fellowship 

Program & video  
 

Four-Year Colleges 

• Ball State University and Ivy Tech Community College - Indiana  
• Bennett College – North Carolina 
• Boise State University - Idaho 
• California Polytechnic University Pomona   
• California State University, Fullerton  
• Colorado State University   
• Eastern Michigan University  
• J. C. Smith University - North Carolina (see pp. 11-12) 
• Michigan State University  
• Miami University – Regional Locations    
• Middle Tennessee State University   
• Northern Arizona University   
• Ohio University   
• Sam Houston State University - Texas      
• San Diego State University, Consensus Organizing Center   

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm
http://extranet.cccco.edu/Divisions/StudentServices/FosterYouthSuccessInitiatives.aspx
http://extranet.cccco.edu/Divisions/StudentServices/FosterYouthSuccessInitiatives.aspx
http://www.austincc.edu/fca
http://www.ccsf.edu/NEW/en/student-services/student-counseling/guardians-scholars-program.html
https://www.dcccd.edu/SS/OnCampus/FosterCare/Pages/default.aspx
http://fosteryouth.fullcoll.edu/
http://www.lacitycollege.edu/services/guardianscholars/
http://www.lattc.edu/dept/lattc/fostercare/doc/Guardian-Scholars-Description.pdf
http://www.maricopa.edu/studentaffairs/fosteryouth/
http://www.maricopa.edu/studentaffairs/fosteryouth/
http://www.nmc.edu/student-services/student-life/your-nmc.html
http://www.pasadena.edu/studentservices/eops/starsprogram.cfm
http://www.pvcc.edu/admissions/steps-to-enrollment/foster-care-youth
http://www.seattlecentral.edu/collegesuccess/
http://www.tcc.fl.edu/CommunityBusiness/SpecialPrograms/Fostering/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.tcc.fl.edu/CommunityBusiness/SpecialPrograms/Fostering/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaIN2qzEB0M&feature=plcp
http://cms.bsu.edu/Academics/CentersandInstitutes/SSRC/GuardianScholars.aspx
http://www.bennett.edu/spotlights/releaseFosterCareInitiative14.pdf
http://deanofstudents.boisestate.edu/impact-scholars/
http://www.cpp.edu/%7Essep/renaissance-scholars/index.shtml
http://www.fullerton.edu/guardianscholars
http://supporting.colostate.edu/fostering-success/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVpwU7tR7nU&feature=youtu.be
http://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/?i=96042
http://www.finaid.msu.edu/fyas/appentry.asp
http://miamioh.edu/emss/offices/student-success-center/index.html
http://www.mtsu.edu/nextstep/
http://nau.edu/Fostering-Success-Program/
http://www.ohio.edu/compass/stories/12-13/12/OMSAR-foster-program.cfm
http://www.shsu.edu/%7Eforward/
http://consensus.sdsu.edu/programs-foster-youth-initiative/
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• San Francisco State University – California   
• San Jose State University - California  
• Seattle University - Washington  
• Texas State University San Marcos  
• UCLA & video  - California 
• UCMerced – California  
• University of Alabama 
• University of California East Bay 
• University of Colorado Boulder  
• University of Michigan & video  
• University of North Texas  
• University of Washington   
• Wayne State University - Michigan  
• Western Michigan University   
• Wright State University – Ohio  

 
Other Models 

• Promises2Kids, Guardian Scholars Program in San Diego County   
• From Foster Care to Success – national postsecondary education and       

training supports  
 

State Higher Education/Child Welfare/Community-Based Organization 
Collaboratives 

• California – California College Pathways 
• Florida – Florida Reach  
• Georgia – Embark Georgia & college programs   
• Kansas - Kansas Kids @ Gear Up    
• Michigan – Fostering Success Michigan  
• North Carolina – North Carolina Reach 
• Ohio – Ohio Reach 
• Oklahoma -  R is for Thursday  
• Texas – Education Reach for Texans  
• Virginia – Great Expectations  
• Washington – Washington Passport Network 

New Website! 

New Website! 

 

New Website! 

 

http://www.sfsu.edu/%7Eeop/gs.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/eop/programs/GS/
http://www.seattleu.edu/fosteringscholars/
http://www.vpsa.txstate.edu/programs-and-services/Foster-Care-Alumni.html
http://www.guardianscholars.ucla.edu/
http://vimeo.com/46937317
http://guardianscholars.ucmerced.edu/home
http://reach.ua.edu/
http://www20.csueastbay.edu/academic/academic-support/sas/renaissance/index.html
http://www.colorado.edu/guardianscholars/home
http://studentaffairs.umich.edu/article/61
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loreYf8SlKA
https://www.facebook.com/untpush
http://depts.washington.edu/omadcs/champions/
http://www.tipwaynestate.org/
http://www.wmich.edu/fyit
http://www.wright.edu/independent-scholars/
http://promises2kids.org/guardian-scholars/
http://www.fc2success.org/
http://www.cacollegepathways.org/
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/independent-living/reach/about
https://embarkgeorgia.org/
https://embarkgeorgia.org/statewide-network/campus-programs
http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=KKGU&p=/Programoverview/
http://fosteringsuccessmichigan.com/
http://www.ncreach.org/
http://www.ohioreach.com/
http://education.okstate.edu/risforthursday
http://www.educationreachfortexans.org/
http://greatexpectations.vccs.edu/
http://www.washingtonpassportnetwork.org/home
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Casey Family Programs
Casey Family Programs is the nation’s largest operating 
foundation focused on safely reducing the need for foster 
care and building Communities of Hope for children and 
families across America. Founded in 1966, we work in all 50 
states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to influence 
long-lasting improvements to the safety and success of 
children, families and the communities where they live.

P	 800.228.3559

P	 206.282.7300

F	 206.282.3555

casey.org | contactus@casey.org

Copyright ©2016, Casey Family Programs. All rights reserved.
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